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FIGURE 13.1  The Exponential World Population Growth From About 8000 BCE  
to the 21st Century

Source: Adapted from Fig. 2.12 in Abu-Lughod, Janet L. 1991. Changing Cities: Urban Sociology. New York: HarperCollins.
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FIGURE 13.2  World Population Growth Rate, 1950–2050

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2012c.

2014i). The death rate is higher than the birthrate, 
and the population is shrinking in size. Only 13.2% of 
the population is under 15 years old. With a declining 
population and almost no influx of immigrants, there 
are not enough replacement workers to support the 
aging population. Japan may provide a glimpse into 
the future for other rapidly aging societies, including 

Germany, the United States, and China. These dif-
ferent societies, however, vary in their approach to 
immigration and population control policies, which 
will impact both the demographic challenges they 
face and how they handle them (see Figure 13.3  
on page 360 for a vivid depiction of the expected 
transformation in one century).




